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MARRIAGE AND MINISTRY
Trying to Find a Balance
Opinion by Sharon Hargrave
Consider the minister's spouse who is no longer going to a Bible study—  
her husband leads but she doesn't want to hear what he has to say. She is angry at him about a 
decision he had made for his church, and she feels that he doesn't know how to listen to what people need.
Think about the wife who hates to go to church with her 
husband, the church counselor, because when he walks in 
the door he becomes so interested and kind to the people he 
greets. This is not the same man she knows at home. Imag­
ine the hurt of the young woman who grew up on the mis­
sion field who is not sure she ever wants to marry, because 
there was so much conflict between her parents about her 
mothers absence from home due to the work of the mis­
sion, that marriage just doesn’t seem very appealing.
Or consider the minister whose husband won’t come 
to her Bible study because he has such strong opinions 
and refuses to listen to the reasons she has for making the 
decisions she makes for the church. Think about the coun­
selor who is greeted every night when he walks in the door 
of his home with criticism and anger. Imagine the hurt
of the husband who wants to 
help his wife in her 
ministry but 
is unable
to, because she is so independent and feels she has to get 
everything done herself.
Think about these stories, and read the following sta­
tistics to be published in a report written by Matthew 
Turvey as a joint collaboration between the Association 
of Marriage and Family Ministry and the Marriage Co- 
Mission.
• 9 3 %  o f pastors feel their marriage is seen as a role 
model.
• 4 2 %  o f ministers say their spouses complain about 
the work schedule at least once a month.
• 28%  o f ministers say their children complain 
about their work schedule at least once a month.
• 4 5 %  o f ministers feel they do not have the neces­
sary skills to make their marriage last.
The place to begin to change what happens in these 
marriages is during seminary training. Unfortunately, 
what sometimes happens is that seminary years train cou­
ples to function independently, as one spouse does the 
work of the family while the other spouse spends day and
night committed to the rigors of seminary learning and 
practicum. Thus, couples leave seminary already 
trained to live separate lives and function in 
two totally different worlds. The church 
or ministry the graduate steps into 
often perpetuates this pat
Continued on page 6
Student Health Insurance Notice: Winter Deadline: January 9,2009
/
Fuller requires students to main­
tain health coverage. For more in­
formation on plans, waiver require­
ments, forms, and rates, please look 
up our website on the Student Tab in 
Portico. You are responsible for know­
ing whether or not you are required, 
and what actions must be taken to 
maintain or properly waive coverage. 
Students required to have insurance 
that decline to sign up for one of 
Fullers plans or have an incomplete 
or denied wavier by the deadline 
will be enrolled in Delos Plan A and 
charged $ 187 (or the plan already in 
place for the academic year). Students 
may not switch between plans during 
die academic year.
Courtesy o f the Student Health Insurance Office
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The SEM I is published weekly as a service to the 
Fuller community by Student Life and Services, 135 
N. Oakland, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
CA 91182. Articles and commentaries do not neces­
sarily reflect the views of the Fuller administration 
or the SEMI. Final editorial responsibility rests with 
the Dean of Students.
Letters to  th e  Editor: The SEM I welcomes brief 
responses to articles and commentaries on issues 
relevant to the Fuller community. All submissions 
must include the author's name and contact in­
formation and are subject to editing.
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sponsored by a Fuller department, office, or or­
ganization will be printed in the "Services" sec­
tion and charged per word. All requests should 
be made through the Ads Coordinator.
H
• A student required to have health in­
surance, but already insured through 
outside coverage will need to com­
plete an insurance waiver at www.ren- 
student.com/fuller. Once approved, 
your waiver is valid for the remainder 
of the 2008-2009 academic year.
• A student required to have health 
insurance can purchase the Kaiser 
Permanente HM O plan (www.stu- 
dentnet.kp.org/fiiller), or one of two 
Delos PPO plans (www.renstudent. 
com/fuller). For each plan complete 
an enrollment form and add the 
charge to your student account dur­
ing online registration: Step 4: Verify 
Student/Dental Insurance. **
• A student not required to have health 
insurance that would like to purchase 
it on a voluntary basis may select 
either of the two Delos PPO plans
SEMI Relevant
Happy New Year!
As you are recovering from 
that Rose Parade headache, 
consider making some resolu­
tions. We all make the ones 
about losing weight and actu­
ally reading for class, but this 
year, you should resolve 
to try something new. 
Bungee jumping is 
out—  way too 90's; 
maybe consider con­
tributing to the SEMI. 
What a great idea! 
s e m i - e d i t o r @  
fuller.edu.
(www.rendstudent.com/fiiller). Com­
plete an enrollment form and add the 
charge to your student account dur­
ing online registration: Step 4: Ver­
ify Student/Dental Insurance. **
• To enroll in voluntary dental insur­
ance: complete an enrollment form 
and add the charge to your student ac­
count during online registration: Step 
4: Verify Health/Dental Insurance. 
Students are responsible for continuing 
the coverage each quarter. **
**Enrollment forms are needed once each 
academic year, or after a break in coverage, 
but Step 4 of registration must be completed 
every quarter.
Contact SH I before January 9, 2009 
i f  you have questions: 626.584.5438, 
shi@fuller.edu, website: on the Student 
Tab in Portico.
ANNOUNCEMENT
Sharing the Gospel, Sharing Ourselves
Sharing the 
Big Love of 
the Gospel
Richard j .  Mouw,








New Year's Eve party 
at Lenny’s? He didn't 
even have a dock." 
-Marge Simpson
— Ben Cassil 
SEMI Editor Wednesday, 10 a .m . • January 7,2009 
Travis Auditorium
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There Is No Such Thing As Singleness
Reflection by Elijah Davidson
I've never been single. Actually, I guess there was a time when I was younger when I was single, but as soon 
as I realized it, I stopped being it, and I forgot such a time ever was. I stopped being single, and I became "unmar­
ried." As far as I can tell, there's no going back. I will be unmarried until I am married, but singleness died long ago.
I think I stopped being single when 
I was in kindergarten. One day at re­
cess my best friend Gabe and I made 
a pact that we would never like girls, 
not ever, and we meant it too. Later 
that same year, a new girl came to our 
school with long brown hair, and I 
remember all the other kids swarm­
ing around her on the playground. I 
watched from afar. I was smitten (sor­
ry Gabe). I worked up my courage all 
year long to tell her I liked her, but alas, 
on the day I had planned to declare 
my love to her, she stayed at home, 
sick. Love doesn’t always play fair.
I tried to take up the mantle of sin­
gleness again when I was in my early 
teens. I was at a youth conference, 
and they asked if anyone was willing 
to commit to stay single for the dura­
tion of high school, to use those years 
to seek God (foolishly implying, of 
course, that you can’t seek God while 
dating). I made the commitment, and 
I don’t regret it. God used that season 
to teach me much about Himself and 
myself, but I now question the logic 
behind the sales pitch. Committing to 
singleness didn’t focus me away from 
dating; it focused me on it, as any law 
is bound to do. No, I didn’t spend my 
Saturday nights in the company of a 
young lady, but in my heart that’s ex­
actly where I was.
This highlights what I see as the 
main problem with all the popular 
teaching on making the most of sin­
gleness— “kissing dating goodbye”—  
doesn’t make you single, it makes you 
unmarried. Even the teaching’s lan­
guage betrays it. We “make the most” 
of undesirable, temporary situations. 
The teaching encourages people to 
“wait for their future spouse,” which 
means there is a spouse, which means 
you’re as good as married.
So, what’s my point? I think we 
need to be honest with ourselves. 
Unless we have undertaken a vow of 
lifelong celibacy, and if we are cur­
rently unwed but intend to be wed­
ded eventually, and if we adhere to 
some sort of moral code regarding in­
timacy (physical and non-physical), 
we’re married, we just haven’t walked 
the aisle yet.
The other problem with “single­
ness” teaching is that it puts all the 
emphasis on waiting and almost 
none on seeking. If you are unmar­
ried but want to be married, feel free 
to move in that direction. Don’t just 
sit around and wait. W ith the excep­
tions of Adam (who really had no 
choice anyway) and Isaac (who was 
a bit of a non-starter in all arenas), 
the biblical model for marriage is one
of volition. Even Proverbs speaks of 
“finding a wife,” which implies ac­
tion (18:22). And pray, and ask God 
for what you want. I believe we serve 
a good God who “gives good gifts 
to those who ask Him,” but we are 
also expected to “ask... seek... and 
knock” (Matthew 7:7-11). Yes, we 
should live fully every day given us 
whatever our marital status, but we 
can’t do that if we aren’t first honest 
with who we are and who we intend 
to be. If you believe you will one day 
be married, there is no such thing as 
singleness. There is only time. 0
Elijah,’(first-year M A  WTA) 
welcomes the new year. De­
spite his indifferent expres­
sion seen above, he's quite 
excited about 2009.
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ALL SEMINARY COUNCIL CORNER ■
It's a New Year, Get Involved!
By Libby Mucciarone, ASC  President
Here we are, again, starting another quarter with 
rose-colored glasses as to how driven, focused and pre­
cise our studies will be this time. I think we want to 
ignore the task of dealing with the reality of life, and 
having no control with what is thrown in our path.
Last quarter was filled with ups and downs. There 
was the heat that began Welcome Week. Dodgers 
games. The first real rain storms of Fall. The US Presi­
dential Election. Fires in the Southland. Earthquakes.
The inevitable chaos that is Finals Week. Cram Jam.
Concerts featuring David Bazan and Over the Rhine.
The release of The Olive Depression. Starting Progres­
sions. Chat at the Cat. Intramurual Flag Football. BJ’s 
Curry. For the Bible Tells Me So. Missions Concerns’ 
dinners with missionaries. Iron Jawed Angels and dis­
cussion. International Students’ potluck. Varun Soni 
speaking at Fuller. Multicultural Concerns’ dialogues.
Student book buybacks.
I could go on regarding any number of events spon­
sored by or responded to by the All-Seminary Coun­
cil; more than half of these events are probably news to you. The 
on and not enough hours in the day to go to or hear about all of 
around campus for signs, look for e-mails with a little more focus
Over the Rhine. Photo: Ben Cassii
double-edged sword: there is so much going 
it. My suggestion is to keep your eyes peeled 
and stop by the ASC Office to get connect­
ed— or if you’re wondering where to get 
the Costco card for 24 hours, or a dis­
counted YMCA membership.
With so much to offer, it takes our 
communicating and your question-ask­
ing. Here’s another one to watch out for: 
if you’re an MDiv student and want to 
share your thoughts, contact me (Libby: 
themadlibs@gmail.com). Look for a 
Brown Bag Lunch Series in the next two 
quarters, starting Jan. 8 at 11 am in the 
Geneva Room. Space is limited! Bless­
ings this quarter! 0
David Bazan. Photo: Ben Cassii
ASCCALENDAR
Wednesday January 8 All Seminary Chapel @ Travis Auditorium 10 a.m.
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CHAPLAINS'CORNER
"Sleeping with Bread"
By Courtney Bacon, Fuller Chaplain
Not your typical seminarian phrase, but it’s one that you should definitely 
know about. Sleeping with Bread: Holding What Gives you Life—a book by 
Dennis, Sheila, and Matthew Linn— begins with a story about orphaned 
children during World War II who survived in refugee camps where they 
were given bread to ward off starvation. These children struggled to sleep 
at night, fearing that they might be homeless again or without bread the 
next day. It was discovered that if the children were given a piece of bread 
every night at bedtime to hold they would be reminded: “Today I ate, and 
tomorrow I will eat again.” The Linns apply this story to our daily lives, 
integrating a portion of Ignatius’ Examen.
The Examen asks two questions:
“For what moment today am I most grateful?” 
and, “For what moment today am I least grateful?”
These questions teach us to look for moments of consolation and desolation each day. I’ve been doing the 
Examen daily since I learned of it a couple of months ago, and it has been quite revealing already. Ignatius 
suggests the use of this Examen as a means for discernment. We begin to see patterns that indicate what gives 
us the most life, our own bread to hold. I encourage you to experiment with the Examen for a month. You can 
do the Examen alone, with a partner, or in a group setting. Discover what gives you the most life, and hold 
on to it! 0
Linn, Dennis, Sheila Fabricant, and Matthew. Sleep­
ing with Bread: Holding What Gives You Life.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Vocational Discernment & Career Services
20090penHouse
•  Thursday, January 15,2009
•  N oon to 2pm
•  Lower level 250 N. Madison
•  FREE lunch
•  Qs? 626.584.5358.cs@fiiller.edu
•  Meet the staff
•  Learn about the services
•  Sign up for one-on-one career 
counseling
•  Sign up for chaplain appointment
Fuller Theological Seminary Vocational Discernment & Career Services
FULLER COPY SERVICES
On Walnut S t  next to the Book Store
PHONE: (626) 584-5368 
HOURS: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm 
EMAIL: copyservices@fuller.edu
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ANNOUNCEMENTMARRIAGE Continued from page 1
tern by demanding long hours or top 
priority of the new employee without 
much consideration of how these de­
mands affect the family.
The emotional well-being and ma­
turity of the couple makes a significant 
difference in the ability ministers have 
to work with the people under their 
care. Emotional maturity is directly 
related to the issues that research in­
dicates are prevalent among pastors, 
such as: burnout, sexual misconduct, 
feelings of inadequacy, loneliness and 
hurting marriages. Therefore, mari­
tal health is extremely important in 
being successful in ministry, as the 
primary place ministers have to learn 
about their own emotional health is 
within the context of their own mar­
riage. What is so fascinating about 
marriage is that—if spouses are open 
enough to understand it— the issues 
that they face in their marriages are 
most often the issues they experience 
in relationship with other people. As 
expressed in the scenarios above, it 
is important to note that the person 
who does not listen well to his/her 
family most often will have difficulty 
hearing the needs of other people. 
The person who lives with a critical 
spirit will often have multiple prob­
lems connecting to others. The person 
who refuses to let others help often 
has high rates of burnout and fatigue, 
which results in bitterness and anger.
If these people learned 
how to function differ­
ently in their families, the 
benefit to their relation­
ships in other areas would 
increase. Not only would 
they experience benefits 
in their relationships, they 
would also see long term, 
lasting changes that would 
benefit their ministries.
It is easy to understand 
how a minister whose 
spouse refuses to come to 
his/her Bible study would 
begin to suffer from feel­
ings of loneliness, inad­
equacy or isolation. It is 
also easy to understand 
how someone in that emo­
tional state is vulnerable 
to finding comfort in the 
presence of a church mem­
ber of the opposite sex 
who believes that minister 
to be wonderful. Whether 
the problem is that the 
one doesn’t listen, or the 
other is too opinionated 
(and both those things are 
probably true), the situation needs to 
be solved early in the relationship for 
the couple to be successful in min­
istry. Otherwise, stress, anger, high 
conflict and marital discord will rule 
the couples life, and they will not 
have the benefit of 
learning from one 
another and giv­
ing to others from 
the richness in 
their relationship.





preparation to be 
great marriages in 
ministry. Hurting 
marriages need 
guidance to get to 
a better place for
success in ministry. Enrichment that 
happens early in the relationship is 
the most successful. Your marriage is 
a major key to success in your minis­
try. What are you doing for your mar­
riage today? 0
Sharon Hargrave is employed by the School of Psychol­
ogy at Fuller. She Is the direc­
tor of the new program on 
campus 'Strong Marriages/
Successful Ministries." She 
can be reached at sashar- 
grave@aol.com.
Page 6 • Winter 1,2009 • tha SEMI
FULLER HAPPENINGS ^ 1
F ie ld  E d u c a t i o n  O r i e n t a t i o n .
Friday, Jan. 9, 2009; 12—2  pm. Geneva Room 
Participation in Field Education Orienta­
tion is required for those enrolled in the first 
quarter of the FE501 & FE533 Church In­
ternship (FE501A & FE533A) for the Win­
ter Quarter. Contact the Office of Field Edu­
cation at 626.584.5387 or fielded@fuller.edu 
to sign up.
T h e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  M a r g u e r i t e  S h u s t e r  
into the Harold J. Ockenga Chair o f Preach­
ing and Theology in SOT 
Tuesday, February 10; 10-10:50 am, First 
Congregational Church
Dr. Shuster will speak on: “the Hidden Hand 
of God.” Free, open to the public. Contact 
the SOT Deans office: 626.584.5300, email: 
theology@fuller.edu.
C h i n e s e  S t u d e n t  F e l l o w s h i p  (CSF): 
lOam-llam, Thursdays in the International 
Students Concerns Committee Room (above the 
ISO Food Bank garage, behind Taylor Hall). 
For more information, contact Joy at 
joylwong@gmail.com or 917.716.9024.
S t u d e n t s  in  R e c o v e r y  G r o u p .  10am -llam  
Tuesdays in the Chaplains Prayer Room (2nd 
floor ofKreysslerHaU, above the Catalyst)
E t h i o p i a n  S t u d e n t  F e l l o w s h i p .  For meeting 
information, contact Bikat at bikatachin@ 
yahoo.com
A r e  y o u  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  2 0  a n d  4 0 ?  
Contribute to science and earn up to $40! 
Participate in a study at Fuller Seminary. 
It involves testing that looks at strengths 
and weaknesses in things such as memory 
and attention. It will take approximately 4 
hours.For more information, contact: Dr. 
Sarah Deboard Marion, 626.584.533, aging. 
healthy@gmail.com.
C h a p l a i n  f o r  V o c a t i o n a l  D i s c e r n m e n t .  Do 
you know what you are gonna do with your
life? Would you like to have someone to lis­
ten, reflect and pray with you? Kim Varner 
serves as the Chaplain for Vocational Dis­
cernment in the office of Vocational Discern­
ment and Career Services to offer pastoral 
care and support to the Fuller community. 
Contact Kim Varner at 626.396.6030 or 
denay_varner@fuller.edu for walk-in hours 
and appointments.
F r e e  C o u n s e l i n g !  The Fuller School of Psy­
chology is offering free individual therapy for 
10-12 sessions on a first-come-first-serve ba­
sis for qualified adults. Therapy is provided 
by PhD students under the supervision of a 
mental health professional. Ideal for relation­
ship issues, life transitions, personal growth, 
stress, sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and iden­
tity issues. For more info, contact the School 
of Psychology at 626.204.2009 to set up an 
intake appointment.
T i c k e t s  t o  A m u s e m e n t  P a r k s .  Student 
Life and Services sells tickets to Disneyland, 
Legoland, and Universal Studios. Come by 
our office on the second floor o f the Catalyst,
or call 626.584.5435.
D i s a b i l i t y  S e a t i n g  A c c o m m o d a t i o n :  The 
Access Services Office (ASO) appreciates 
your cooperation in ensuring that chairs and 
desks labeled “ASO Disability Seating Ac­
comodation: D O  N O T REMOVE” are left 
in their designated places. Questions can be 
directed to ASO at 626.584.5439, or at aso- 
coordinator@fuller.edu.
A t t e n t i o n  B i k e  R i d e r s :  Please remember 
to park your bikes in the appropriate bike 
racks located in SOP: east of the ramp, the 
Garth: close to the Refectory, behind the 
mail center, or in Barker Commons, behind 
the Catalyst. Use a U-lock. You may register 
your bike with the Parking and Security of­
fice: 626.584.5450.
Ministry Enrichment Seminars: Winter 2009. 
Contact: Parimal Roy, 626.584.5595, 
e-mail: fe-advisor2@fuller.edu
R e c o g n i z i n g  a n d  H e l p i n g  T h o s e  w i t h  
M e n t a l  I l l n e s s  i n  t h e  C h u r c h .
Tues., Feb. 3, 2009, 1—3 pm: Payton 101. 
Rev. Dr. James Stout , author of Bipolar 
Disorder: Rebuilding Your Life will pres­
ent. As pastors ana church leaders, how 
can you recognize mental illness and bet­
ter understand those who have it? How 
do you minister more effectively to those 
struggling with depression, stress, burn­
out, or mental illnesses that go beyond 
your experience or expertise? Join us to 
hear the personal testimony of a pastor’s 
journey with depression and bipolar dis­
order, and gain practical tools and valu­
able insights to become better equipped to 
minister to individuals and their families.
S e l f - c a r e  f o r  P a s t o r s :  A t t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  
M i n d ,  B o d y  a n d  S p i r i t .
Mon., Feb. 9, 11 am — 1 pm; Payton H all 
Conference Room 220.
Dr. Alexis Abernethy will present. Pastors 
give so generously to others sometimes at 
the expense of their own self-care. What 
habits do we develop that may negatively 
affect our physical and mental health? 
How can we understand that taking time 
for rest is as critical for ministry as more 
active service? Participants will have the 
opportunity to reflect on their own experi­
ences and past models of pastoral ministry.
W o m e n  i n  P a s t o r a l  M i n i s t r y ,  A  P a n e l  
D i s c u s s i o n .
Ihurs., Feb. 12: 1 -3  pm , Payton Hall, 
Conference Room 220.
Join us for this unique panel discussion 
where we will hear from a diverse group 
of women pastors. These Fuller grads will 
discuss the challenges and joys of serving 
as pastors, with a focus on gender issues 
in ministry.
SERVICES
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 626.798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. Five minutes west of 
Fuller. Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 
25 years. Discount for students! Columbia Auto 
Body. 1567 Colorado Blvd. 323.258.0565. Ask 
for John or Paul.
Massage Therapy. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Canada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part o f the Fuller community herself. Call 
626.660.6856 and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member of Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because of our appreciation
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 
E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. Monday -  Friday, 8 
a.m. -  5:30 p.m.
Announcing two intensive therapy groups 
facilitated by Sam Alibrando, Ph.D. 1. Mixed- 
ender Interpersonal Growth Group, based on 
is book on the change process; 2. Sex Addiction 
recovery group. Please call 626.577.8303.
Light House Keeping and Laundry. Must have 
references and own transportation. 32 hours per 
month at $9 per hour. Call: 626.304.9188.
Strong Marriages lead to Successful Ministries. 
52% o f people in ministry believe that being in 
pastoral ministry is hazardous to their family’s 
well-being and health. Is your marriage ready for 
ministry? Beginning in the W inter Quarter, Sha­
ron Hargrave, an SOP employee, will be leading 
small groups of four couples to help seminary stu­
dents prepare their marriages for ministry Total 
cost: a $40 deposit. Meetings Schedule: Tuesdays, 
from January 13 to March 3. Contact Sharon: 
626.584.5384, 806.676.5122 or sashargrave@ 
aol.com
Need a typist, transcriber, editor? Bring me 
your papers, reports, tapes. I will make your writ­
ing shine! Student rates. Extensive experience. 
Robbie: 626.791.1855.
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals 
are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type of service before contracting or using it 
The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services listed!
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